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Last mission in Iraq:
Protect polling places

Thee famadiacy of e-neadl has changed the wature of botl Hee fromt
fiipe qard thee Boree frowd, Seldiers deployed in Trmg, and ather duty
atations in fhe Middle East, and thetr fomalies can trade smestages
awd plofos or ar aloeal renltme bz, And, soldiess’ foamdlies
Jorward e weis eda el

Here's g good sews oanai] seot by Dar Seeith eorlior teis pronth
fo Brddy Bymaan, editor af The Meridian Star, abosed the sor of g
aiietrl friend.

Budily,

You may not pemenmber Mike Snowden from Meridian, He grar-
uated with roe in 69 We have kept in teuch all these vears, and for
awhile even lived next to each other in Gulfport.

His oldest son, Michael, s a West Point graduate and an Apache
pilet i the LS, Army. Michael just completed awear in Trang, and his
now hesader fo Texas by way of Kuwalt and Germany.

Mike sent me this e-nail and it has moved me greathe, Tihink we
can now put into perspective what gur Forefathers went througt s
meany times .. Dwanted to share 0 with the people in Meridian and
asked I 5t was O to send it to the paper. He gave me his blessings,
w0 here it is. Thanks.

Ian Smith
Franklm, Tenn.

LR

Ian,

[ just wanted to deop vou a line and thank vou and all your
friends whio have prayed for Michael,

He comailed us vesterday to let us know he was promaoted from
1st lewtenant to cagtain. He was peetty pumpsed sinee he hal anly
been a Ust Heutenant for 11 months.

Fle callend ws on Monday to gell us about Tis last combat mission
which was on Sunday, election day in Irag. He, and the plateon of
Apaches he commanids, were fving over Mosal, [reacg.

Michael said 6 was the most incredible thing he had ever seen.
Feaple were walking from miles around fo the pelling places to vote
There were paints in time when mortars were belng fred and
bomibs wera golng off — bt they kept coming.

He saiel at cne point there were over 4,000 peaple in line to wste
atone polling site, He said i was just amaging to see the haman spar
dhostng what it b toodo toget freedom. They stood acrial gusard over
the city For the entive day and he was so excited (o be able to have
seen this happen on his kst day of Oving in [eagand his st combat
misslon.

He saiel nothing would ever keep hiim frem voting because he
had seen those people Titerally eisking their Dves to vote 1 don™
think 've ever heard him speak b such an inspired way as e did
of Manday, He said it was the best exclamation mark «n his tour
of duty that he could have gotten. He said, “Freedom and the
rlght to express it”

Well, 1T ean tell wo [ had a lump in my theoat and there was a
merient when no oo could speak. Afterwards | ithoughe to mysell how
[ eoubd mewer be worried abaut Arperica’s future bocause these young
warriors are the peopke who will be leading America soon and they
Tiawe this renewed wnderstanding of feeedai breanded in ther minds

Michael teld ws that e was leaving Irag on Friday and going 1o
Beviwait, That means he is fyving his alreraft to Kowait even s [ wrile
this letter, He thinks e will be there a few days and then they will iy
bk to Goer rnany.

Viekie and [ are flving to Germany Feb, 24 in order to spend
about 10 days with him. We are excited about that as vou might
imagine . Thanks again for all vowr pravers and support. Take care.

Mike

Another angel falls

Thiz story is abowt St
Rotert MeNail of the Mississipp
Army National Grerd’s 1500k
Combat Engineer Dattalion,

The auither is Ricky Posey
af the Army Gaard s Fawiily
Assistance Cenber in Meridian,

By Ricky Posey
spacial to The Star

Siet, Bohert A “Mac”™ MeMail
voluntarily enlisted in the Active
Army, After he was discharged,
he voluntarly enlisted an Feh,
25, 1997, in Detachment 1, Comes
pany B, 150ih Combad Enginesr
Battalion of the Mississippi
Army Mational Guoard.

[n May 2004, his unil was
alerted Tor deployvment. He wis
maohilized o Camp Shelby in
Avgrost, where he began wig-
orems Ceaiming: in pregsacation for
deplovment to Irag,

[ Jamuar y 2005, his battalion
was deployed to [rag as part of
Crperation Irani Freedom 11,

Set. MeMail was an oui-
standing solcier who loved wh
b i, Flis decorations inehade:

fhe Army Achievement Medal,

.

SUBMITTED FHOTO
Sgt. Robert A, “Mac' Mohail

Southwest Asia Service Medal
with Bronge Star, Army Good
Conduct Medal, Owverseas Ser-
vice Kibban, Global War on Ter-
roriam Service Medal, Libers
tion of Kuwait Medal and Army
Service Kibhon.

It is with sorrow that | write
this because Sgi. MeMail was

Killedd in o tragic vehicle acol-
dlent on Fele, 11, 2005,

Thia is but ane more examiple
af the type of men and wamen
who are putting their lives on
the line to ensure America
reimaing free.

Thanks, “Mac,” for making
the uliimate sacrifice.



